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We thank Senators Chris Coons (D-DE) and Tom Cotton (R-AR) and Representatives
Steve Stivers (R-OH) and Bill Foster (D-IL) for introducing the STRONGER Patents Act.
This bipartisan, bicameral, and balanced legislation, introduced on July 10, is intended
to stem abuses of the U.S. patent system while taking important steps to improve it.
Universities and academic medical centers rely on robust, enforceable patents to
ensure their research discoveries will be developed into products and innovative
techniques that improve quality of life and fuel economic growth. This bill would protect
and help ensure the success of this technology transfer process, which contributes
significantly to our nation’s leadership in science and technology. We look forward to
continuing to work with Congress, as well as with USPTO Director Andrei lancu, toward
our shared goals of reinforcing the strength of the U.S. patent system.
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Bipartisan Bill Will Strengthen Patent Rights and Protect U.S. Leadership in
Biotechnology Innovation

Strong patent rights are essential to finance the revolution in biotechnology discoveries
from the lab to the patient, farmer, and consumer

Washington, D.C. (July 10, 2019) - The House and Senate introduced important
bipartisan legislation today that will reform the inter partes post-grant review process,
bringing fairness and finality to these Patent and Trademark Office (PTO)

proceedings. The bill, known as the STRONGER Patents Act, also will enhance patent
guality by ensuring that all fees paid to the PTO are used for their intended purposes,
and will crack down on abusive patent demand letters.

Strong intellectual property (IP) protections sustain America’s global leadership in
biotechnology innovation and the creation of hundreds of thousands of high-wage, high-
value jobs throughout our country. BIO has long supported the balanced and bipartisan
reform proposals that were introduced today by Senator Coons, Senator Cotton,
Representative Stivers, and Representative Foster, and we thank them for their
leadership on this critically important issue.

“Ad hoc changes to our patent laws over the last 15 years, through legislation, agency
actions, and court decisions, have severely weakened our patent system,” said Tom
DiLenge, BIO’s President of Advocacy, Law & Public Policy Division. “America’s laws
were once considered the gold standard for the rest of the world, now we are tied for
second with 10 other economies. The bipartisan STRONGER Patents Act will address
many deficiencies in the patent re-examination process, while protecting patent holders
and small businesses from predatory demand letters.”

Without strong patent rights, the financing to take revolutionary biotechnology
discoveries from the lab to the patient, farmer, and consumer would be unavailable.
Weak or inconsistent patent protections threaten new investment in the innovation
sector of our economy and, with it, the jobs and industries of the future.

BIO supports the STRONGER Patents Act and will continue to advocate for passage of
legislation that better supports inventors, investors, and the people waiting for new
innovations to improve their lives and their environment.

it


https://www.uschamber.com/press-release/us-chamber-releases-2019-international-ip-index
https://www.uschamber.com/press-release/us-chamber-releases-2019-international-ip-index

24l CLOA

California Life Sciences Association

Juy 12, 2019
The Honorable&Chris Coons The Honorabl&om Cotton
218 Russell Senate Building 326 Russell Senateffice Building
Washington, D.C. 20510 Washington, D.C. 20515
The Honorablé&teve Stivers The Honorabldill Foster
2234 RayburmHouse OfficeBuilding 2366 Rayburn House Office Building
Washington, D.C. 20515 Washington, D.C. 20515

Dear Senators Coons and Cotton and Representatives Stivers and Foster:

On behalf of California Life Sciences Association (CLSAhe statewide public policgnd business leadership
organization representing California’s leading life science innovators, including medical device, diagnostic,
biotechnology and pharmaceuticahgmnies, research universities and private, non-profit institutes, and venture
capital firms— | am writing to express our strong support for $upport Technology and Research for Our
Nation’s Growth and Economic Resilience (STRONGER) Patents Act of 2019 (S.2082/H.R. 3666)Ve supported
earlier versions of this legislation in the ¥1ahd 118 Congressesind appreciate your thoughtful approach to
this revised legislatioand continued efforts to curb abusive patent litigation practices while maintaining and
strengtheningmportant patenholder rights and protections.

As you know, life sciences research is extremely expensiva aothpanie'sability to attractinvestmentor
developing the next generation of treatments, therapies, and technologies depends omadstbalgle patent
system. The biomedicakcbr in California consists dbothrelatively small, entrepreneurial, and venture capital
backed firms that have yet to bring products to magkad established pharmaceutical, biotech, and device
companies witlproducts on the market that enhance, improve, and save patient lives on a daifydoagisil

and emergingompaniegspecially intellectual property is typically their most valuable and sometimes only
asset. hat is whypatent rightsand the abilityto legitimately enforce them against bona fide infringersiain a
top priority for California’s research universities, private research institutes, and biomedical companies large and
small Theyarealsowhat incentivize companies to engage in the Hiigk, high-cost R&D that makes the
discovery, development, and commercialization of$é®ing medicines and treatments possible.

The STRONGER Patents Aebuld strengthen the U.S. patent system for every sector of the economy while
targeting abuses by<alled “patent trolls.” CLSA believes thatpatent litigation legislation must recognize and
reflect the full spectrum of sectors reliant on a vigfictioning U.S. patent systehe STRONGER Patents Act
achieves thigjoalby proposing balance@forms focused on cracking down on deceptive demand letters,
eliminating diversion of US Patent and Trademark Office user fees, and protecting the rights of ’"America
innovators.

CLSA is pleased to join a broad and diverse group of stakeholders irsiegdineSTRONGER Patents AtWe
applaud your leadership on this important issue and look forward to supporting your efforts to enact this bill.

Sincerely

CpwwiGin. Wieks

Jenrfer Nieto
Vice President Federal Government Relatio&sAlliance Development
California Life Sciences AssociatienCLSA
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July 10, 2019
The Honorable Chris Coons The Honorable Tom Cotton
218 Russell Senate Office Building 326 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Steve Stivers The Honorable Bill Foster
2234 Rayburn House Office Building 2366 Rayburn House Office Building
United States Congress United States Congress
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senators Coons and Cotton and Representatives Stivers and Foster:

Conservatives for Property Rights (CPR) fully supports the STRONGER Patents Act.
Thank you for your leadership on this important property rights matter.

CPR emphasizes the central importance of private property in all its forms N physical,
personal, and intellectual. The right to private property ranks among the unalienable rights the
Founders referenced in the Declaration of Independence, and they put patent rights in the
Constitution itself. Thus, property rights should not be construed as conservative or liberal.

The STRONGER Patents Act would strengthen private property rights. The bill would
curb the worst aspects of the inter partes review proceedings, which have provided patent
infringers, hedge funds, and speculators a playground to challenge patent validity repeatedly
and viciously. Such abuse has deprived inventors of a property right constitutionally declared to
be exclusive for a period of time. And an administrative body has arrogated judicial power from
Article 1l courts in patent property rights matters.

Your bill imposes limits on inter partes challenges, addresses problem areas such as
claim construction, burden of proof, standing, appeals rights, ascertaining challengersO real party
in interest, deference to Article 11l judicial reviews of patent validity, and providing greater due
process to patent owners as to the postgrant PTAB judges involved at different stages. These
measures would help alleviate the damage inflicted on our patent system, on inventors who face
the prospect of lost commercial traction during what is supposed to be their exclusive ownership
and use of their invention, and on the erosion of property rights in the patent arena.

Further, CPR commends the improved prospects of obtaining injunctive relief against
patent infringers, elimination of patent application fee diversion from the PTO, closure of
loopholes regarding patent infringement, attention to particular needs of small businesses and
universities, and an appropriately balanced approach to abusive patent-related demand letters.

Oprotecting the exertions of talents and industry . . . securing to them their justly acquired fruitsO
N Alexander Hamilton



Conservatives for Property Rights commends the STRONGER Patents Act and looks
forward to working with you to educate Members on the underlying property rights.

Sincerely,

James Edwards
Executive Director
Conservatives for Property Rights

Ed Martin
President
Phyllis Schlafly Eagles

Paul Caprio
Director
Family PAC Federal

Martha Boneta
Vice President
Vote America First

James L. Martin
Founder/Chairman
60 Plus Association

Matthew Kandrach
President
Consumer Action for a Strong Economy

C. Preston Noell III
President
Tradition, Family, Property, Inc.

Rick Manning
President
Americans for Limited Government

Daniel Schneider
Executive Director
American Conservative Union

Seton Motley
President
Less Government

Jenny Beth Martin
Honorary Chairman
Tea Party Patriots Action

Kevin L. Kearns
President
U.S. Business & Industry Council

Saulius "Saul" Anuzis
President
60 Plus Association

Colin Hanna
President
Let Freedom Ring

Dick Patten
President
American Business Defense Council

Oprotecting the exertions of talents and industry . . . securing to them their justly acquired fruitsO
N Alexander Hamilton
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July 10, 2019
The Honorable Chris Coons The Honorable Tom Cotton
218 Russell Senate Office Building 326 Russell Senate Office Building
United States Senate United States Senate
Washington, DC 20510 Washington, DC 20510
The Honorable Steve Stivers The Honorable Bill Foster
2234 Rayburn House Office Building 2366 Rayburn House Office Building
United States Congress United States Congress
Washington, DC 20515 Washington, DC 20515

Dear Senators Coons andt®n and Representatives Stivers and Foster:

Thank you for your leadership regarding restoration of secure pakarte Forum Education & Legal Defense Fund, a
nonprofit organization founded by Phyllis Schlafly in 1981, affirms our constitutionalynged intellectual property
ULJKWY DQG LQYHQWRUVY DELOLW\ WR GHIHQG WKHLU SDWHQWYV

Policies such as those in the STRONGER Patents Act would help secure the property rights of inventors, small businesses
universities, and other patent ownefhis appoach would close certain avenues for abusive tactics in administrative
proceedings the America Invents Act created. The postgrant review forums enable patent infringers and others to play
manipulatory games that devalue patén® KH NH\ WR $ Rshig nkDdivetiod.BubtaliHg the availability of

predatory tactics for gaming the system would reduce the drain on resources of inventors-apsl, sestore the certainty

of patent validity, and protect patent value. Restoring the presumptiojuictive relief would help strengthen the ability

of patent owners to exercise their patent exclusiviigding fee diversion improves patent examination and quality.

It is important to address abusive practices of demand letters while maintainiegitineate ability to defend IPA

carefully tailored approach like that in this bill would allow inventors to defend their rights, as well as relieve snedkbus
owners from false and misleading demand letters, without weakening patents or patent hglrederal Trade
Commission could pursue unfair or deceptive practices involving patent demand letters under its existing authorities.

An approach such as that taken in the STRONGER Patents Act is reasonable, focused, and Bakamcgdu for pur
propatent, proinventor approach on these matters.

Respectfully,

50 1ok

Ed Martin
President, Phyllis Schlafly Eagles
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Improving Patent Quallty Promoting Innovation
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Licensing Executives Society Applauds Introduction
of the
STRONGER Patents Act of 2019

The Licensing Executives Society, (USA and Canada), Inc. (LES) commends Senatc
Coons, Representative Stivers and othesmansors for reintroducing tihépartisan
STRONGER Patents Act of 2019 in the Senate and the House of Representatives.
commend these members of Congress for their leadership, and for their collaborative
spirit in securing ceponsors from both sides of the aisle in both houses jr€ss.

If enacted, this legislation will strengthen the U.S. patent system, reduce abuse, and
ameliorate many of the unintended consequences that have crept into the U.S. patel
system since the passage of the America Invents Act (AlA), and as aofesskries of
unfortunate court decisions. With the STRONGER Patents Act of 2019, Congress w
re-affirm innovation and intellectual property rights as pillars of the American
economy, and will regain its proper role in setting prudent IP policy.

The American inventor is the embodiment of the pioneering spirit that made the U.S.
economy the envy of the world. Our innovative spirit has been fueled by a patent
system conferring a valuable property right on inventdie right to exclude others
from exploiting the inventor’s creation. Without that property right, innovation withers,
investment declines, and economic activity is diminished. By increasing the strengtr
and durability of U.S. patents, inventors more actively create, the public enjegs tho
creations, and new industries flourish. LES is committed to working with Congress a
the executive branch on initiatives to further improve the U.S. patent system, includir
industry selregulation to build consensus and to promote prudent IP pacti&ES
Standards Initiative, https://www.lesusacanada.org/page/lesstandards). Over the pz
several years, the U.S. patent system has lost its place as the perennial world leadel
value, reliability, and durability. (https://www.theglobalipcenter.aeschamber
release201%internationalip-index/). We need to reverse that trend. The
STRONGER Patents Act of 2019 is an important step in that direction.

11130 Sunrise Valley Drive | Suite 350 | Reston, VA 20191 | Tel: 703-234-4058 | Fax: 703-435-4390 | Email: communications@les.org | www.lesusacanada.org
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